
 

 

 

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda 

 

  



 

Recommended Age Level: 8 & up 

Genre: Contemporary (Magical Realism if you believe . . .) 

 

Book Description: 

In this portrait of the dynamics of a sixth-grade class and of the 

greatness that sometimes comes in unlikely packages, Dwight, a 

loser, talks to his classmates via an origami finger puppet of 

Yoda. If that weren’t strange enough, the puppet is uncannily wise 

and prescient. Origami Yoda predicts the date of a pop quiz, 

guesses who stole the classroom Shakespeare bust, and saves a 

classmate from popularity-crushing embarrassment with some 

well-timed advice. Dwight’s classmate Tommy wonders how Yoda 

can be so smart when Dwight himself is so clueless. With 

contributions from his puzzled classmates, he assembles the 

case file that forms this novel. (Amazon, 2012) 

About the author: 

Tom Angleberger lives in Virginia. He’s held many an odd job, 

including juggler and a biology research assistant in bug larvae 

and plant diseases! (http://origamiyoda.wordpress.com/bio/) 

  

http://origamiyoda.wordpress.com/bio/


Discussion Questions 

1. Name a few of the ways Origami Yoda (and Dwight) helped the 

other kids. 

2. Even though the other kids think Yoda’s advice is silly, in the 

end they usually wind up following it anyway. Why do you think 

this is? 

3. Harvey refuses to believe in Origami Yoda—even after he’s 

helped so many others. Why do you think he’s so stubborn about 

believing in Yoda’s “powers”? 

4. When Lance takes Dwight’s seat at the lunch table, Tommy 

ends up voting for Lance to stay even though he’s not really sure. 

Tommy can’t tell if Dwight overheard or not, but he still felt bad 

the rest of the day. Have you ever done something unkind that 

you felt bad for? Did you try to fix it? 

5. What question would you ask Origami Yoda? Would you follow 

his advice?  



Asperger Syndrome 

Dwight, according to some of the other kids in the story, can do 

some pretty strange things. Sometimes, he does things the other 

kids find annoying (well, Harvey finds everything annoying) or just 

odd. According to an interview with the author, Tom Angleberger, 

Dwight, like Tom, has Asperger’s syndrome*.  

 

What is Asperger’s? 

Asperger’s Syndrome is the name given to describe how some 

people’s brains work a little differently. People with Asperger’s are 

often sensitive to stimulus, such as bright lights and loud sounds. 

Sometimes too much stimulus can make them feel nervous.  

People with Asperger’s can have difficulty socializing and 

communicating with others in the same way other people do. This 

can make it hard for them to make friends. They might be more 

shy, but they might not. Some people describe Asperger’s as 

having a different style of glasses to see the world through. What 

most people look at as normal, they might find strange and vice 

versa.  

The kids in the book found it odd that Dwight talked to them with a 

paper origami Yoda. Yet Dwight found it odd that the kids didn’t 

see the obvious answers that Yoda gave them. Dwight saw things 

in a different perspective because of his Asperger’s. 

 

* Angleberger, Tom. Interview by E. Kristin Anderson “Interview 

With Tom Angleberger” Write All the Words, 2010.Web.2012. 



 

  



Activities 

Make your own Origami Yoda!! Instructions for how to fold your 

own origami yoda, visit Tom Angleberger’s website at: 

Origamiyoda.wordpress.com 

 

 

Artist, I am not.  

http://www.origamiyoda.wordpress.com/


Test Your Yodaspeak! 

Rearrange these sentences to sound like Yoda! 

 

1.  My favorite snack is gravy and rolls.  

2. Math class is down the hall. 

3. I got a paper cut making my origami yoda. 

4. The meatloaf at lunch had eyes. 

5. We’re going to miss the bus! 

6. We should do The Twist together. 

7. I think my teacher is nice. 

8. Would you like to dance? 

9. It was just an accident at the sink! 

10. Have you ever put a stolen statue in your backpack? 

 

 

 



 

 

 


