
 

 

 

Liar & Spy 

 



Recommended Age Level: 9 & up 

Genre: Contemporary  

 

Book Description: 

Liar & Spy is a story about games and friendship. Seventh-grader 

Georges moves into a Brooklyn apartment building and meets 

Safer, a twelve-year-old self-appointed spy. Georges becomes 

Safer's first spy recruit. His assignment? Tracking the mysterious 

Mr. X, who lives in the apartment upstairs. But as Safer becomes 

more demanding, Georges starts to wonder: How far is too far to 

go for your only friend? (Amazon 2013) 

About the author: 

Rebecca Stead was born January 16, 1968. Before becoming an author, 

she worked as a lawyer. Her first book was First Light, followed by When 

You Reach Me, a Newberry Award Winner. Her most recent book, Liar and 

Spy, was published in 2012. She lives in New York with her husband and 

children.  

  



Discussion Questions 

1. Were you curious as to why Georges never saw his mom? 

When you found out where she really was were you surprised? 

2. Have you ever had to deal with something so scary you pushed 

the problem aside until you were ready to face it? 

3. If you, like Safer, had a fear of going outside what things would 

you miss most? Your favorite restaurant? Or store in the mall?  

4. The mysterious Mr.X didn’t turn out to be quite as scary as 

Safer had Georges believing him to be. Do you think Georges 

knew deep down that Safer was making it all up, but played along 

anyway? Why would Georges do that? 

5. Georges and Bob English, along with a big group of their 

classmates, were able to change the stigma of the taste bud test 

by banding together. Have you ever been part of a group that 

helped change something? Would you feel safer standing up 

against something you felt was wrong if you had people on your 

side? 

  



Scrabble Scrambler 

 

GPIOEN   ______________ 

VNDUCEORR  ______________ 

ISOPHLAT  ______________ 

EASTUBTD  ______________ 

ESYMRUIOTS  ______________ 

DCNAY   ______________ 

VRBEA   ______________ 

  



Truth or Lie 

Players: 2 or more 

Materials needed: Some good acting chops 

To Play: 

Each player will tell the others two truths and one lie in no 

particular order.  

After the player has made the three statements, go around 

the circle letting the other players guess which statement was a 

lie. 

Whichever player guesses correctly wins.  

Tips: 

Put some sleuthing skills into action by watching the player 

carefully when they’re making their three statements. Look out for 

any ‘tells’ that might give away which of their statements is false. 

  



Other Resources 

Check out the kids section at the CIA website to learn 

more about what real spies do! 

https://www.cia.gov/kids-page/index.html 
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