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Recommended Age Level: 9 & up 

Genre: Fantasy 

 

From the Back Cover: 

Jenny has finally accepted her life of magic and mayhem as savior of fairy 

tale kingdoms, but that doesn't mean the job's any easier. Her new mission 

is to travel to the Land of Tales to defeat an evil witch and complete three 

Impossible Tasks. Throw in some school friends, a bumbling knight, a 

rhyming troll, and a giant bird, and happily ever after starts looking far far 

away. But with her parents' fate on the line, this is one happy ending Jenny 

is determined to deliver. 

About the author: 

Born in Poland and raised in the United States, Anna Staniszewski grew up 

loving stories in both Polish and English. She was named the 2006-2007 

Writer-in-Residence at the Boston Public Library and a winner of the 2009 

PEN New England Susan P. Bloom Discovery Award. Currently, Anna lives 

outside of Boston, Mass. with her husband and their adopted black 

Labrador, Emma. When she's not writing, Anna spends her time teaching, 

reading, and challenging unicorns to games of hopscotch. You can visit her 

at www.annastan.com.  



Discussion Questions 

 1. Jenny’s friend Trish got to visit a magical world to do research 

for a school paper. If you could visit a fantasy world from any 

book and write an essay about it, which world would you choose 

and why? 

 

2. Jenny ends up sending Melissa and Trish home even though 

she needs their help because she was worried about their safety. 

Do you think Jenny did the right thing, or should she have let her 

friends stay and help her? 

 

3. Ilda is slowly draining the Land of Tales of its magic, and some 

of the citizens are having a hard time doing tasks like farming. If 

you could use magic to do just one task – cleaning your room, 

making your lunch – what would it be? 

 

4. The first time Jenny tries to do Ilda’s three tasks, she fails the 

third one. But then she decides to go back and try again. Can you 

think of a time when you failed at something, then gave it another 

shot and succeeded? 

 

5. Jenny has met a lot of interesting creatures – angry mermaids, 

schoolteacher witches, a huggable sea monster…and at the end 

of the book, she’s heading into Fairy Land. What do you think the 

fairies she meets will be like? 



Fractured Fairy Tale Activities 

 

The magical worlds Jenny visits are sometimes a little wacky! You can 

create your own fractured fairy tales with the next two activities. 

 

MadLibs  

Fill out the following list, then turn to the next page (no peeking!) and fill in 

the blanks to create a funny version of a classic fairy tale. 

 

1. Adverb: 
2. Time of day (i.e. 3:00, noon): 
3. Verb (past tense): 
4. Article of clothing: 
5. Color 
6. Adjective 
7. Magical creature: 
8. Noun: 
9. Adverb: 
10. Article of clothing 
11. Adjective: 
12. Event (concert, dance, party) 
13. Chore (cleaning, scrubbing the toilets): 
14. Adjective: 
15. Number: 
16. Royalty (Prince, duke, king): 
17. A relative (cousin, aunt): 
18. Adjective: 
19. Chore (dusting, waxing): 
20. Animal, plural: 
21. Food, singular: 
22. Adverb: 
23. Plural footwear: 
24. Adjective: 
25. Noun: 



Fill in the blanks by matching the numbers to your list, and read your funny 

fairy tale! 

 
Once upon a time there was a ________________(18) woman named 

Cinderella. She lived with her  ________________ (17), stepmother, and  -

________________(15)   ________________(14) stepsisters. They made 

her do all the  ________________(13)  and  ________________ (19) and 

were very mean to her. 

 

One day an invitation came by messenger. It was an invitation to the  -

________________ 's (16) ________________ ! (12) 

 

Cinderella really wanted to go to the  ________________ ,(12) but her  -

________________(11)  stepsisters made her do so many chores, she 

didn't have time to make a  ________________(10)  or get cleaned up. 

 

Cinderella sat  ________________(9)  by the  ________________(8) . 

 

"Oh I wish I could go to the  ________________(12),”  she sobbed. 

 

There was a flash of light and a  ________________ (7) appeared before 

her dressed in a  ________________(6)   ________________ (5)  -

________________ (4). 

 

"I'm your  ________________ (7) the strange creature told her. I'm here to 

grant your wish." The  ________________(7)  waved her magic  -

________________(25)  and Cinderella was suddenly dressed in a/an  -

________________(24)  white  ________________ (10) and 

glass  ________________ (23).  

 

"Now I can go to the  ________________ !"(12) Cinderella cried,  -

________________ (22). Thank you,  ________________ !"(7) 

 



"Be back by  ________________ ,"(2) the  ________________ (7) warned. 

 

The  ________________(7)  made a coach out of a  -

________________(21)  and coachmen out of  -

________________(20)  and they whisked Cinderella off to the  -

________________(12)  where she  ________________ (3) the night 

away with the  ________________ . (16) 

 

At  ________________(2) , Cinderella ran off leaving her  -

________________ (23) behind. The  ________________ (16) searched 

far and wide to find who it would fit and when the  -

________________  finally found her they were married and lived  -

________________ (1) ever after! 

 

The End! 

  
  



Write your own! 
 
By changing just a few details, you can rewrite your favorite fairy tale as a 
fractured fairy tale!  

 

Choose your favorite fairy tale, and answer the following questions to help 

figure out what your fractured fairy tale will be about. 

 

1. Characters 
a. Who are the main characters in the fairy tale? 
b. In your version, who will the main characters be? 

2. Setting 
a. What is the setting of the fairy tale? 
b. In your version, what will the setting be? 

3. Time 
a. When does the fairy tale take place? 
b. In your version, when will the story take place? 

4. Conflict 
a. What is the Big Problem the main character faces in the fairy 

tale? 
b. In your version, what will the Big Problem be? 

5. Ending 
a. How does the fairy tale end? 
b. In your version, how will the story end? 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 


