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Genre: Fantasy 

 

From the Back Cover: 

You know all those stories that claim fairies cry sparkle tears and elves 

travel by rainbow? They're lies. All lies. 

 

I've spent my life as an official adventurer. I travel across enchanted 

kingdoms saving magical creatures and fighting horrible beasts that most of 

you think are only myths and legends. I've never had a social life. My 

friends have all forgotten me. And let's not even talk about trying to do my 

homework. So – I'm done!! I'm tired and I want to go back to being a 

normal girl. But then along comes "Prince Charming" asking for help, and, 

well, what's a tired girl like me supposed to do? 

About the author: 

Born in Poland and raised in the United States, Anna Staniszewski grew up 

loving stories in both Polish and English. She was named the 2006-2007 

Writer-in-Residence at the Boston Public Library and a winner of the 2009 

PEN New England Susan P. Bloom Discovery Award. Currently, Anna lives 

outside of Boston, Mass. with her husband and their adopted black 

Labrador, Emma. When she's not writing, Anna spends her time teaching, 

reading, and challenging unicorns to games of hopscotch. You can visit her 

at www.annastan.com.  



Discussion Questions 

1. Klarr stole the mouths from everyone in the kingdom of Speak 

so no one could talk. Which of your senses would you miss the 

most? 

 

2. Finding out her parents had been adventurers was a big shock 

to Jenny. How would you feel if you’d been helping the people 

who had kept such a big secret from you? Do you think The 

Committee, Dr. Bradley, and Anthony did the right thing keeping 

all those secrets from her? 

 

3. Why do you think Jenny lied about her parents to Melissa and 

Trish when they started hanging out together again? 

 

4. When Jenny was an Adventurer she longed to just be a normal 

girl, but once she got her wish she realized it wasn’t exactly as 

great as she remembered. Have you ever gotten something you 

really wanted only to discover it wasn’t all you thought it would 

be? 

 

5. By the end of the book, Jenny realizes she’d been giving out 

plenty of advice in the magical lands she visited, yet she’d never 

taken the advice herself. How do you think Jenny’s relationships 

with each of the other characters will change now? With her 

Aunt? Dr. Bradley? Anthony? Her friends at school? 



  



The ‘Cheesy Cliché’ Game  

Fill in the blanks to finish these popular clichés. Do you know as 

many as Jenny? 

 

Don’t judge a book by its ____________. 

A _______ saved is a ______ earned. 

________ killed the cat. 

Fit as a _________. 

You  ______ some, you ______ some. 

Back to the __________ board. 

You can say that _______! 

________ never strikes the same place twice. 

  



Writing Prompt 

You just became a ruler of your very own kingdom. Write a 

short story that details your kingdom’s history, the types of people 

or creatures that inhabit it, what the buildings look like, and what 

kind of ruler you would be. Does your kingdom have a villain like 

Klarr? Adventurers like Jenny?  

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 


